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DOCTRINAL. 

TO  MR.  WILBERFORCE^ 

XETTEll  NO.  5. 

CONCLUDED. 

But  the  principal  defence  of  yoar  fun¬ 
damental  doctrine  is  founded  upon  a  sup¬ 
posed  covenant,  which  it  is  said  God  en¬ 
tered  into  with  Adam  ;  according  to 
which  it  was  stipulated,  that  he  and  his 
posterity  should  enjoy  eternal  life,  in 
consequence  of  his  obedience.  It  is 
therefore  pleaded,  that  as  Adam  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  terms,  the  Deity  is  fully  justi¬ 
fied  .in  executing  the  sentence  denounced 
against  disobedience. 

The  first  answer  to  this  assertion  is, 
that  it  is  a  mere  assertion,  and  no  reve¬ 
lation.  Among  the  numerous  covenants 
really  mentioned  in  the  Old  or  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  it  is  no  where  to  be  found. — 
'I'hose  upon  record  are  obviously  just, 
most  of  them  replete  with  benignity  and 
love.  They  are  all  worthy  of  a  God, 
worthy  of  a  being  to  be  adored.  Not 
one  of  them  has  the  most  distant  reference 
to  the  fall  of  Adam;  and  we  shall  search 
In  vain  for  a  stipulation  so  formed,  that  a 
breach  of  its  conditions  on  the  part  of 
man  should  inveivc  myriads  of  innocent 
beings  in  endless  misery. 

The  idea  of  a  covenant  is  solely  en¬ 
tertained  as  a  subterfuge,  under  which 
distressed  argument  may  shelter  itself ; 
but  it  is  totally  inadequate  to  the  pur¬ 
pose.  A  moments  reflection  will  con¬ 
vince  you,  that  it  was  unworthy  of  the 


Deity,  and  ill  adapted  to  the  state  of  man. 
If  you  suppose  that  Supreme  intelligence 
did  not  foresee  the  issue  of  this  compact, 
which  is  the  most  favourable  supposition  j 
we  can  make,— -you  must  admit  that  it 
was  a  desperate  venture,  to  place  the 
eternal  interests  of  the  whole  human  race 
upon  such  a  hazard.  We  are  struck  with  j 
horror  when  we  read  that  the  ancient  j 
Germans  used  frequently  to  stake  the  li-  | 
berty  of  their  wives  and  children  upon  I 
the  throw  of  a  die,  and  yet  we  must  ima¬ 
gine  that  the  Supreme  Parent  staked  the 
felicity  of  his  intellectual  offspring  upon 
an  event  that  was  equally  precarious.  If 
you  acknowledge  that  be  foreknew  the 
event,  the  imputation  is  infinitely  strong¬ 
er.  In  that  case,  this  extolled  covenant, 
which  is  to  settle  every  difficulty,  and 
vindicate  the  divine  justice,  bears  all  the 
marks  of  an  illicit'contract.  Adam,  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  powers  newly  received  from 
his  Maker,  and  deeming  them  fully  ade¬ 
quate  to  every  trial  to  which  the  benig¬ 
nant  A-uthor  of  his  existence  would  ex¬ 
pose  him,  must  have  accepted  the  terms 
in  the  simplicity  and  ingenuousness  of 
his  heart.  But  his  Creator  foreknew  the 
dreadful  consequences!  And  what  shall 
we  term  this,  if  it  be  not  deceitfully  ta¬ 
king  in  the  unwary!  if  it  be  not  holding 
out  a  ticket  to  the  grasp,  which  upon  the 
face  of  it  promised  riclics  immense,  while 
the  proposed  knew  it  would  be  drawn  a 
dreadful  blank!  Or  what  shall  we  think 
of  that  commisseration,  which  should  pro¬ 
pose  a  compact,  Umniscience  foresaw 
would  be  so  fatal  in  its  result!  which 
should  expose  the  dearest  interests  of  the 
universe  to  the  vibrations  of  Adam’s  free 
will,  with  a  previous  knowledge  that  it 
would  finally  point  at  destruction  ? 

You  may,  perhaps,  object  that  such 
language  is  bold  even  to  rashness  ;  be¬ 
cause,  -notwithstanding  we  agree  in  our 
ideas  of  justice  and  goodess  in  the  ab¬ 
stract,  we  may  frequently  err  in  oar  ap¬ 
plication  of  these  terms  to  particular  in¬ 
stances;  and  because  we  are  prone  to  mis¬ 
take  dispositions  and  conduct  so  egregi- 
ousiy,  that  we  often  deem  that  to  be  just 
and  good,  or  to  be  unjust  or  cruel,  which 
in  fact  is  the  very  reverse.  This  objec¬ 
tion  is  admitted;  and  when  duly  consid¬ 
ered  it  will  be  discovered  to  add  strength 
to  our  argument,  and  justify  every  ex¬ 
pression  that  has  been  uttered. 

You  cannot  maintain  that,  because  we 
sometimes  err  in  our  ideas  of  moral  con¬ 
duct,  we  must  always  err;  for  this  mode 


of  reasoning  would  tender  every  thing 
uncertain,  and  bring  us  back  to  a  state  oi 
confusion  and  ignorance.  Were  this  to 
be  established  as  an  universal  axiom 
without  any  exception,  it  would  destroy 
itself.  The  same  evidence,  which  in  cer¬ 
tain  instances,  detects  that  we  had  mis- 
applieil  those  terms,  manifests  that  we  do 
not  misapply  them  always  : — otherwise 
we  should  never  be  able  to  correct  our 
opinion  so  eftectually,  that  the  mind  shall 
find  itself  authorized  to  settle  in  the  full 
conviction  of  a  truth.  Let  us  then  at¬ 
tend  to  the  manner  in  which  our  former 
errors  have  been  corrected,  and  we  shall 
discover  a  rule  of  conduct  sufficient  to  di¬ 
rect  us  in  every  similar  instance.  In  all 
cases  we  correct  our  judgment,  alone  by 
rendering  ourselves  more  perfect  masters 
of  the  subject  under  consideration  ;  that 
is,  by  obtaining  minute  and  accurate  in¬ 
formation  concerning  every  circumstance 
that  can  elucidate  it ;  and  by  giving  to 
each  circumstance,  without  reserve,  its 
genuine  character  and  due  degree  of  im- 

fiortance.  Every  person  of  sound  intel- 
ect  is  able  to  judge  of  right  and  wrong 
in  conduct,  when  each  material  article 
relative  to  the  act,  is  fairly  placed  before 
him,  provided  his  mind  be  totally  free 
from  the  bias  of  (prejudice.  We  tnus,  in 
some  cases,  acquire  a  power  of  discrimi- 
I  nation  which  we  deem  infallible.  It  is 
I  thus  we  are  able  to  exculpate  or  convict: 
in  courts  of  judicature  ;  and  venture  to 
decide  concerning  guilt  and  innocence, 
where  the  life  and  character  of  the  ar¬ 
raigned,  that  is,  all  that  is  valuable  to 
him  is  at  stake  ;  and  where  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  mental  peace  of  the  juror  himself, 
depend  upon  the  truth  of  his  verdict!  It 
is  thus  we  know,  that  to  take  what  has 
been  the  property  of  another,  is  not  al¬ 
ways  theft;  to  destroy  life,  is  not  always 
an  injustice ;  and  every  indulgence  grant  • 
!  ed,  may  not  always  be  a  real  kindness. — 
Thus  the  conduct  of  Deity  towards  his 
rational  creatures,  may,  in  many  instan 
ces,  appear  extremely  severe,  perhaps  in¬ 
consistent  with  justice.  Bat  as  we  arc 
not  fulij  acquainted  with  the  deserts  of 
the  individual,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  with 
the  whole  plan  of  Providence  concerning 
him  on  the  other,  we  should  be  rash  and 
precipitate  in  the  extreme,  did  we  form 
our  judgment  according  to  these  appear¬ 
ances.  Did  we  know  the  whole,  the  equi¬ 
ty  and  benignity  of  a  being,  essenti^Jy 
just  and  good  must  necessarily  be  ren¬ 
dered  conspicuous ;  and  the  coincidence 
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between  clitracter  and  conduct  would  be 
fully  demonstrated.  As  lon^  as  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  retribution  remains*  the  se¬ 
verest  conduct  may  finally  Indicate  it¬ 
self  to  be  the  truest  benignity  directed 
by  wisdom }  and  the  full  indemnification 
which  Omnipotence  is  able  to  bestow, 
may  render  those  trials  a  subject  of  joy 
and  gratitude,  which,  in  the  painful  pro¬ 
cess*  excited  contrary  emotions.  When 
therefore  we  arrived  at  the  ultimatum 
concerning  a  plan,  or  an  action  }  when 
we  are  able  to  estimate  the  degree  of  in¬ 
fluence  belonging  to  every  circumstance 
surrounding  it,  we  are  able  to  decide  con¬ 
cerning  its  nature  and  character.  W'e 
may  now  pronounce  verdict  witliout  he¬ 
sitation  i  no  further  appeal  can  be  made, 
nor  can  any  circumstances  present  them¬ 
selves  to  produce  a  change  of  opinion. 

Now  this  is  precisely  the  case  with  the 
subject  in  debate.  Your  doctrine  profes¬ 
ses  to  give  a  history  of  the  whole  plan  of 
Providence  respecting  the  human  race  ; 
and  to  the  conduct  of  Providence  to¬ 
wards  this  race  our  ideas  are  necessarily 
confined.  Every  essential  part  is  stated : 
— the  primitive  designs  of  creation  j  the 
seduction  of  Satan  ;  the  guilt  of  Adam  j 
the  inculpation  of  his  inconscious  proge¬ 
ny;  the  punishment  denounced;  the  mo¬ 
tives  for  its  extreme  severity, — to  avenge 
vindicative  justice ;  the  exceptions  which 
annihilate  its  necessity, — the  salvation  | 
of  a  chosen  few  in  the  same  predicament, 
without  the  shadow  of  a  motive.  A  clear¬ 
er  case  has  never  been  stated  before  a 
dourt  of  judicature  ;  and  we  may  add, 
never  could  tiie- decision  of  kot  guilty 
be  pronounced  with  a  firmer  tone,  than 
wc  are  able  to  pronounce  the  innocence 
of  Jam’s  progeny !  Never  could  a  court 
be  more  assured  that  particular  conduct 
is  unjust,  cruel,  unworthy  of  its  agent, 
than  we  may  rest  assured  that  a  just  and 
merciful  being  cannot  sentence  the  incon¬ 
scious  children  of  Adam  to  eternal  mise¬ 
ry  00  account  of  this  single  act  of  diso¬ 
bedience  ! 

From  the  inattention  to  the  essential 
difiercncc  which  particular  circumstances 
necessarily  make  in  the  nature  and  char- 
-acter  of  any  action,  it  proceeds  that  you, 
and  the  supporters  of  your  system,  are 
so  prone  to  adduce  as  powerful  arguments, 
every  instance  of  divine  conduct  which 
bears  but  the  slightest  analogy  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  in  question  ;  although  this  mode  of 
reasoning  leads  to  consequences  which 
yourself  must  reject  It  was  this  which 
induced  you  to  conclude,  that,  because 
the  Supreme  Being  admitted  some  evil 
into  the  system  of  tilings,  he  is  free  to 
multipljr  and  diffuse  it  in  the  most  arbi¬ 
trary  manner,  and  to  the  greatest  extent; 
which,  if  true,  would,  as  hath  been  al- 
rcat^  hinted,  approximate  the  most  np- 
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posite  characters,  and  render  the  state  of 
mankind  as  lasseiitable  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  best  of  beings,  as  under  the 
tyranny  of  the  worst! 

The  declaration  made  to  the  Jewish 
people  by  the  Almighty,  that  “  he  visit- 
eth  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
children  to  the  third  and  fourth  genera¬ 
tion  of  them  that  hate  him,’’  furnishes  us 
with  another  example  of  the  same  incon¬ 
clusive  mode  of  reasoning.  An  argu¬ 
ment  has  been  drawn  from  it,  that  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  justice  of  God  to 
visit  the  iniquity  of  parents  upon  their 
offspring  in  one  instance,  why  not  in  ail. 
The  answer  upon  the  principles  stated  a- 
bove  is  obvious.  When  circumstances 
which  have  an  apparent  similarity  indi¬ 
cate  themselves,  upon  close  examination, 
to  be  essentially  different*  no  argument 
from  so  slight  and  imperfect  an  analogy 
can  be  admitted.  This  threat  may  prove 
itself  to  be  within  the  sphere  not  only  of 
justice,  but  of  benignity.  The  good  en¬ 
joyed  may  yet  surpass  the  evils  suffered; 
and  undoubtedly  will  surpass  the  deserts 
of  the  offending  sufferer.  The  threat 
was  intended  to  prevent  the  offence; — 
while  it  shuts  no  door  to  the  repentance 
which  severity  is  calculated  and  designed 
to  promote:  and  which  will  be  succeeded 
by  the  return  of  the  divine  favour  and 
protection.  What  relation  has  such  an 
I  admonition  with  that  final  state  of  thing!*, 

'  where  punishment  infinitely  exceeds  per¬ 
sonal  demerit,  repentance  can  be  ot  no 
avail,  and  '*hope  never  comes  that  comes 
to  all  P”  We  must  also  observe,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  manifest  constitution  of 
human  affairs,  a  regular  series  of  cause 
and  effect  is  established  in  every  station 
and  relation  of  life  ;  and  the  nature  and 
complexion  of  the  one,  will  be  according 
to  the  tendency  of  the  other.  Parents 
are  not  only  the  source  of  the  existence, 
but  of  the  lot  of  their  offspring,  llutli 
the  prosperity  and  distress  of  children, 
in  cases  innumerable,  depend  upon  the 
success  or  adversity,  the  prudence  or  im¬ 
prudence,  the  virtuous  or  vicious  con- 
duet  of  the  authors  of  their  being.  It 
was  therefore  a  benignant  admonition 
which  warned  the  Israelites  that  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  a  rebellious  conduct  would  ex¬ 
tend  their  pernicious  influence  beyond 
the  existant  generation  ;  that  by  trans¬ 
mitting  an  idolatrous  spirit  to  their  pos¬ 
terity,  tliey  necessarily  transmit  the  pun¬ 
ishments  annexed  to  it.  In  the  same  de¬ 
claration  they  are  informed,  that  mercy 
would  be  shewn  to  thousands  of  those 
who  loved  him  and  kept  his  command¬ 
ments.  In  this  very  ppsage,  therefore, 
the  divine  benignity  shines  conspicuous, 
both  in  the  threat  and  in  the  promise ; 
and  the  di^^position  to  shew  mercy  is  re¬ 
presented  as  greatly  exceeding  that  to 


chastise;  perfectly  harmonizing  with  the 
many  other  assurances,  that  he  is  slow  to 
anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy:  that  ha 
will  not  always  chide,  nor  retain  his  an¬ 
ger  forever.  Assuiances  as  opposite  to 
the  system  we  are  combatting  as  the  me¬ 
ridian  day  to  the  gloom  of  midnight;  as 
the  joys  of  heaven  to  the  pangs  of  hell. 

If  that  system  be  true,  the  punishment  is 
inflicted  upon  souls  that  could  not  be  ad¬ 
monished  by  the  threat ;  the  visitation  is 
an  eternity  of  pure  unalloyed  misery  ;~ 
the  Deity  is  quick  to  revenge,  infinitely 
slow  to  pardon;  he  doth  chide  where 
there  is  no  fault;  and  his  anger  endureth 
forever  without  any  just  provocation ! 

If  arguments  from  slight  analogies 
formed  upon  admitted  facts  thus  prove  in¬ 
conclusive,  those  deduced  from  vague 
Gonj.ecture  ought  to  prove  more  unsatis¬ 
factory.  In  your  attempt  to  convince 
the  sceptic  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
religion,  which,  according  to  your  creed, 
necessarily  comprehends  the  belief  of 
this  doctrine  ;  you  demand  of  him  whe¬ 
ther  ^‘all  this  weight  of  evidence  is  to  be 
over  balanced  by  this  one  difliculty  on  a 
j  subject  so  confessedly  high  and  mysteri- 
'  ous?  considering,  too,  that  he  must  allow 
we  see  but  a  part, — oh,  how  small  a  part 
of  the  universal  creation  of  God,  and 
that  our  faculties  are  incompetent  to 
judge  of  the  scheme  of  his  infinite  wis¬ 
dom.”  Not  to  observe  that  the  whole 
mystery  on  the  subject  is,  that  any  man 
of  sense  can  admit  such  a  doctrine  with¬ 
out  evidence,  and  that  every  difliculty  is 
at  once  removed  by  rejecting  it;  not  to 
I  repeat  wliat  Ims  already  been  advanced 
I  to  prove  the  futility  of  your  reasoning 
I  concerning  the  incompetency  of  the  hu- 
1  man  faculties,  to  j.udge  of  religious  tenets; 
it  is  very  apparent  from  the  above  pas- 
I  sage,  that  you  feel  yourself  necessitated 
i  to  plunge  into  the  immensity  of  creation- 
I  in  search  of  an  argument  to  justify  your 
.  hypothesis.  We  slall  follow  you  fora* 
j  moment,  attempt  to  give  shape  and  con¬ 
sistency  to  vague  ideas,  couched  under 
'  general  expressions,. and  show  that  your  H 
I  system  can  derive  no  consolation  or  sup- 
1  port  from  this  quarter.  Your  observation’ 
can  only  be  relevant  to  the  subject  by  its^ 
suggesting,  that  the  plan  of  Providence 
towards  our  first  parents  and  their  oflT- 
spriog,  may  be  intimately  connected  with, 
and  exert  an  important  influence  over, 
so.ne  other  pait  of  the  universal  system. 

But  we  can  conceive  of  no  other  influ¬ 
ence  than  the  force  of  example  ;  and  the 
only  object  of  this  example  must  be  to 
j  deter  other  probationary  beings  from  the 
:  imitation  of  a  similar  conduct.  If  this,' 

I  Sir,  be  your  meaning,  the  objections  are 
I  as  formidable  as  any  tliat  have  been  ur- 
I  ged  against  the  doctrine  which  gave  it  ex¬ 
istence.  How  large  do  you  imagine  tb& 
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number  of  these  parental  representatives 
of  future  oflTwrings,  which  require  such 
an  expense  of  happiness  in  order  to  keep 
them  in  awe  ?  What  ideas  shall  we  form 
of  their  primitive  character,  if  methods 
like  these  are  requisite  to  retain  them  in 
their  allegiance  !  Must  thej  not  be  too 
depraved  to  merit  such  sacrifices  ?  Or 
dare  we  for  a  tiioment  entertain  the  hor¬ 
rid  idea  that  the  divine  wisdom  and  good¬ 
ness  can  discover  no  better  methods  in 
order  to  teach  lessons  of  obedience  to 
surrounding  worlds?  Can  crueltj  and 
injustice  become  the  basis  of  the  moral 
government  of  the  most  perfect  of  be¬ 
ings?  Will  he  create  a  mass  of  misery 
among  one  race  of  his  creatures  that  an¬ 
other  may  escape  it  ?  It  is  most  true, 
.Sir,  that  we  cannot  fathom  the  depths  of 
infinite  wisdom. — “The  ways  of  the  most 
perfect  Being  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor 
fiis  thoughts  as  our  thoughts.’  They  are 
infinitely  better,  not  infinitely  worse.  They 
-are  “high  as  the  heavens  above  our 
thoughts  and  our  ways,’’  not  deeper  than 
the  abyss  below  them  !  If  this  condem¬ 
nation  of  the  human  race  fur  the  sin  of 
Adam  be  itself  cruel  and  unjust,  as  you 
acknowledged  yourself  sometimes  tempt¬ 
ed  to  suspect,  the  utmost  extent  of  its 
uses  cannot  alter  its  nature.  We  are  for¬ 
bidden  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come  ; 
and  infinite  perfection  will  never  set  us 
the  example.  Tyranny  itself  in  its  most 
wanton  exertions,  has  never  devised  or 
executed  a  plan  so  extravagant;  has  nev¬ 
er  attempted  to  retain  one  class  of  sub¬ 
jects  in  obedience,  by  gibbetting  the  in¬ 
nocent  offspring  of  another  I 

These  remailkS  may  possibly  convince 
you,  that  your  embryo  argument  again 
proceeds  from  a  very  defective  analogy. 
You  must  now  suppose  that,  because  ex¬ 
emplary  punishment  may  be  useful  among 
one  class  ot  frail  and  imperfect  creatures, 
it  becomes  absolutely  requi.ite  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  frailties  and  imperfections  of  an¬ 
other: — because  the  guilty  are  made  to 
suffer  for  the  good  of  the  community  they 
have  injured,  the  innocent  offering  of  the 
guilty  may  be  exposed  to  sufferings  un¬ 
paralleled,  for  the  good  of  a  state  with 
which  they  have  no  other  connexion  ; — 
because  pains  and  imprisonments  form  too 
large  a  portion  of  our  defective  govern¬ 
ments,  they  are  absolutely  necessary  un¬ 
der  the  perfect  administration  of  a  most 
perfect  Being,  to  retain  one  part  of  the 
universal  system  in  obedience  ;  and  that 
he  has  created  a  race  or  races  of  beings, 
whose  powers  and  dispositions  have  been 
exactly  adapted  to  such  disingenuous 
motives. 

Thus,  my  good  Sir,  do  we  find,  upon 
taking  not  a  partial  and  superficial,  but  a 
fbll  and  comprehensive  survey  of  this  doc¬ 
trine,  as  stated  by  its  warmest  advocates, 


that  it  is  surrounded  by  the  most  formi- 
aable  objections;  objections  which  can¬ 
not  be  confuted  nor  evaded.  Your  sys¬ 
tem,  professing  to  lay  the  whole  plan  of 
Providence  before  ns,  enables  us  to  judge 
of  its  nature  and  complexion:  and  we 
may  safely  pronounce  that  it  is  inconsist¬ 
ent  with  the  perfections  of  Deity.  The 
divine  attributes  are  so  implicated  in  this 
transaction,  that  one  cannot  possibly  es¬ 
cape  without  the  impeachment  of  some 
other.  There  must  have  been  a  deficien¬ 
cy  in  foresight,  in  wisdom,  in  power,  in 
justice,  or  in  goodness,  or  the  event  as 
represented  in  your  system,  could  not 
have  happened.  If  Satan  deceived  the 
Aliwise,  then  was  he  still  wiser  : — if  he 
succeeded  in  opposition  to  the  exertions 
of  the  Almighty  to  prevent  the  evil,  then 
was  he  more  powerful  : — if  the  event 
took  place  with  his  concurrence  or  con¬ 
nivance,  then  was  it  conspiracy  with  the 


selves  entitled  to  revenge  every  injury 
under  the  pretext  of  satisfying  ^dic- 
tive  justice;  for  if  justice  in  the  abstract 
necessarily  requires  the  punishment  of 
the  ofiender,  neither  can  we  pardon  with¬ 
out  committing  an  offence  against  it,  by 
being  unjust  to  ourselves. 

W  e  are  commanded  to  “love  the  Lord 
our  God  with  all  our  hearts,  with  all  our 
souls,  with  all  our  might but  this  de¬ 
vout  and  ardent  affection  can  only  be 
founded  upon  a  conviction  of  his  super¬ 
lative  goodness.  Every  sentiment  that 
has  a  tendency  to  check  this  conviction, 
mu.st  inevitably  damp  the  ardor  of  our 
affection.  Every  sentiment  that  largely 
displays  the  divine  benignity  is  calcula¬ 
ted  to  fan  the  d*’Vout  flame.  In  the  doc 
trine  of  original  sin,  and  its  ordained  con- 
j  sequences,  most  certain  it  is  that  the 
]  universal  benevolence  of  the  Deity  is  not 
rendered  conspicuous ;  much  less  is  it 


evil  one,  contrary  to  all  tne  principles  of  I  represented  in  a  manner  adapted  to  warn: 
justice,  goodness,  and  commiseration ;  ' 

and  he  whose  nature  and  character  it  is 
to  hate  sin  and  misery,  formed  a  league 
with  Satan  to  render  them  perpetual! — 

Surely,  Sir,  these  indnetious,  flowing  so 
necessarily  .from  yaur  system,  ought  to 
make  you  tremble.  Look  at  it  again,  and 
say.  Can  a  doctrine  which  contains  such 
an  accumulation  of  absurdities  and  im- 
I  pieties,  be  deemed  honourable  to  our 
I  Creator  ?  ought  it  to  be  considered  as  the 
j  basis  of  true  Christianity  ? 

1  If  you  still  remain  unconvinced  of 


the  generous  heart.  The  only  love  that 
can  be  excited  consistent  with  its  princi¬ 
ples,  is  the  personal  gratitude  of  the  elect, 
for  what  they  justly  term  astonishing  and 
unmerited  favor.  Out  of  this  small 
circle,  the  Universal  Parent  must  become 
an  object  of  terror.  The  duty  must  there¬ 
fore  be  confined  to  them  ;  for  the  non- 
elect,  experiencing  no  essential  benigni¬ 
ty,  cannot  possibly  perform  it.  They 
must  be  as  destitute  of  motives,  as 
you  deem  them  destitute  of  power. — 
There  is  selfishness  also  in  the  affection 


your  error,  respecting  the  doctrine  itself,  i  of  the  elect,  which  diminishes  the  lustre 
you  will,  it  is  hoped,  conclude  from  the  j  of  so  excellent  a  disposition  ; — for  a  due 
above  train  of  reasoning,  that  when  the  1  regard  to  that  otlier  command,  “thou 
nominal  Christian  renounces  a  doctrine  !  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,”  would 
you  think  so  essential,  he  may  also  be  I  disqualify  a  benevolent  mind  for  the  en- 
actuated  by  a  concern  for  the  honour  of  |  joyment  of  this  exclusive  felicity.  It 
God  ;  that  it  is  not  a  desire  to  extol  hu-  would  lament  the  misery  of  the  damned 
man  nature  in  a  manner  flattering  to  ho-  too  deeply  to  feel  satisfaction  at  the  dis- 
man  pride,  w’hich  prompts  him  to  deny  tinguished  favour  conferred  upon  itself ; 
this  original  depravity,  with  its  conse-  unless,  indeed,  you  admit  another  ex- 
quent  punishment ;  nor  a  wish  to  show  I  travagance,  and  suppose  it  will  be  the  of- 


himself  wise  above  uhtit  is  written,  which 
induces  him  to  reject  the  supposed  cove¬ 
nant  as  apocryphal,  and  contemplate  its 
conditions  with  horror.  He  argues  not 
for  himself,  but  the  character  of  his  God, 
and  your  God  is  intimately  concerned  in 
the  debate :  that  Being  whom  we  are 
commanded  both  to  love  and  imitate. — 
Since  it  is  enjoined  upon  us  that  we  “be  j 
perfect  as  our  heavenly  Father  is  perfect,” 
how  important  is  it  that  we  entertain  the 
most  worthy  ideas  of  the  divine  charac¬ 
ter  and  conduct,  in  order  that  obedience 
to  his  commands  may  be  in  unison  with 
the  imitation  of  his  example!  But  if  your 
system  be  true,  the  imitation  of  the  di¬ 
vine  model  would  naturally  lead  us  to  be 
incautious,  or  unjust,  or  cruel ;  implaca¬ 
ble  in  our  resentments,  and  partial  in  our 
forgiveness.  \Ve  also  should  feel  our- 


fice  of  the  same  spirit  which  softens  the 
Christian’s  heart  in  this  world,  to  harden 
it  in  a  more  exalted  state! 

How  different  this  contracted  monopo- 
lixing  temper,  and  the  scheme  which  in¬ 
spires  it,  from  that  inspired  by  a  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  universal  benignity  of  Deity, 
entitling  us  to  call  upon  the  whole  earth 
“to  rejoice  that  the  Lord  God  Omnipo¬ 
tent  reigneth!”  from  being  fully  assured 
that  “his  throne  is  established  in  righte¬ 
ousness,  and  that  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever!”  Sentiments  like  these  must 
impress  the  wicked  in  the  hour  of  reflec¬ 
tion  ;  and  (hey  communicate  joy  unal¬ 
loyed  to  the  benevolent  Christian  as  often 
as  his  mind  yields  itself  up  to  their  full 
impression! 

ITours,  &c. 

A  LAYMA^N. 
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Jewish  scriptures  in  that  sense.  And 
what  gives  w'eight  to  this  admission  is — 
that  it  was  made  by  these  men  while  at 
the  same  time  they  were  believers  in  the  ^ 
doctrine  of  endless  misery,— a  fact,  which 
could  not  have  well  escaped  the  notice  of 
Examiner.  Hades  was  considered  the 
mere  rccepticle  of  all  the  dead  without 
any  reference  to  virtue  or  vice — happi¬ 
ness  or  misery  ;  and  gchenna  originally 
meant  no  more  than  a  piece  of  ground, 
the  property  of  a  certain  person  from 
whom  it  derived  its  name  ;  and  which 
from  the  uses  to  which  it  was  afterwards 
applied,  came  to  be  considered  the  em¬ 
blem  of  suffering.  Our  Saviour  there-  ' 
fore  in  using  these  terms,  had  no  occa¬ 
sion  to  tell  the  Jews  that  they  did  not 
signify  endless  punishment  j  because  they 
never  fur  once  supposed  them  to  have 
that  mcanii^. 

Again — Examiner  is  equally  unfortu¬ 
nate  in  his  extracts  from  Josephus,  con¬ 
cerning  which  he  s.'iys — “  Nothing  can 
be  more  evident  than  that  Josephus  was 
a  believer  in  eternal  punishment.  Who¬ 
ever  reads  his  discourse  to  the  Greeks 
concerning  hell,  or  hades,  must  be  con¬ 
vinced  thet  this  w’as  the  prevailing  sen¬ 
timent  of  the  Jews  in  the  days  of  our 
Lord.”  It  is  however  much  more  evi¬ 
dent,  that  if  we  had  no  other  authority 
for  believing  that  the  Jews  maintained 
that  doctrine,  than  what  is  contained  in 
this  discourse  of  Josephus — we  should 
much  want  evidence  that  they  ever  held 
such  a  sentiment.  Fur  it  is  notorious 
that  Josephus  courted  the  respect  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  in  all  instances 
where  he  could  do  it  with  any  prospect 
of  success.  And  certainly  the  common 
philosophy  opened  an  ample  field  fur  ac¬ 
commodating  himself  to  tneir  prejudices. 
And  in  doing  this,  he  would  naturally 
use  Jewish  terms,  to  express  heathen  sen¬ 
timents.  Whether  this  might  not  be  the 
first  step  towards  that  change  of  meaning 
which  Dr.  Campbell  thinks  took  place  in 
certain  words,  we  will  not  now  inquire  ; 

I  but  it  is  plain  that  when  our  Saviour  used 
I  the  same,  or  similar  terms,  that  he  did 
not  use  them  in  the  sense  of  Josephus, 
noi  was  he  so  understood  by  the  Jews. 
IIiiw  then  dues  it  fullow  from  Josephus, 
that  the  “Jews  in  the  days  of  our  Lord” 
believed  in  endless  punishment  ?  And 
if  tliere  were  no  other  evidence  that  the 
Jews  did  thus  believe,  would  it  be  pro- 
I  dent  to  rest  so  important  a  doctrine  on  a 
I  mere  inferenee  drawn  from  the  writings 
i  of  a  man  so  palpably  politic  and  aecom- 
I  mwialing  as  was  Jwseplius  ?  Dr  is  it  rea- 
I  aonable  to  infer,  after  we  bave  seen  that 
I  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  fur 
niahed  no  evidence  ef  the  fact,  that  the 
Jews  mutt  have  uaed  the  terme  which 
;  Jeeephus  did.  in  precisely  the  same 


But  while  it  is  denied  that  the  Jews 
understood  either  hades  or  gehenna  to 
mean  endless  misery,  it'  is  admitted  that 
they  believed  in  that  dreadful  dectrine. 
Still  “their  doctrine  of  endless  punish¬ 
ment’’  differed  materially  from  that  of 
the  heathen.  For  while  the  latter  ap¬ 
plied  it  to  certain  individuals,  the  former 
supposed  that  all  the  heathens  would 
suffer  its  full  weight  and  measure,  as 
well  as  some  of  their  own  nation. 

Now  there  are  two  ways,  by  which 
our  Saviour  could  inform  the  Jews  that 

their  doctrine  of  endless  punishment” 
was  false — first  by  telling  them  in  plain 
terms  that  it  w’as  so;  and  secondly,  by 
preaching  universal  salvation  as  a  truth. 
We  will  not  insist  that  he  told  them  in 
so  many  words,  their  doctrine  was  false, 
as  there  might  be  prudential  reasons  for 
declining  tw  do  so  ;  but  it  is  capable  of 
proof  that  he  so  preached,  as  distinctly 
to  represent  it  not  true. 

It  is  believed  that  £xf?mi»ier  will  admit 
that  Christ  himself,  as  well  as  his  Apos¬ 
tles  tauglit  the  salvation  of  the  Gentiles. 
Whether  that  salvation  embr.aced  all,  or 
only  a  part  of  the  Gentiles,  is  not  now  a 
matter  of  inquiry.  It  is  sufficient  to 
know — and  to  know  that  it  is  universally 
admitted  among  Christians  that  he  did 
thus  teach. 

And  yet  this  doctrine  of  our  Saviour 
as  effectually  refuted  their  doctrine  of  tin* 
endless  misery  of  the  Gentiles  who  did 
not  conform  to  the  law,  as  if  he  had  di¬ 
rectly  told  them  it  was  false.  But  did 
he  ever  tell  them  in  so  many  words,  that 
tlicir  views  of  the  destiny  of  the  Genti’e 
world  were  false  ?  Never  ;  and  still 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  so  preached  as 
to  prove  them  not  true.  We  therefore 
retort  the  query  of  Examiner  so  charitably 
addressed  to  IJniversalists — “  Can  any 
candid  Calvinist,  if  there  be  such  an  one, 
suppose  that  the  Saviour  would  have 
passed  by  unnoticed,  such  an  error  T’ 
Fur  the  subject  under  examination 
throughout  supposes,  that  an  error  most 
be  exposed  by  the  direct  assertion  of  its 
falsehood. 

W’e  have  noticed  this  particular,  to 
prepare  the  mind  of  Examiner  for  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  the  same  evidence,  which  he 
himself  uses  for  proof  of  the  salvation  ot 
the  Gentiles, — that  the  Jews  taught  the 
salvation  of  all  men,  and  consequently 
woolly  rejected  the  doctrine  of  endless 
misery  as  fals^ 

1.  Jf  tut  distinctly  (aught  a  change  ef 
dispensation,  by  which  a  better  and  mot  e 
arcrpUble  obedience  would  be  rendered 
to  (rod.  Matt.  xsi.  4J  **  The  kiug 
dom  of  (i«i  shell  bt  taken  from  yeu  t 
end  give*  t*  a  nation  bringing  forUi  the 
fiuiia  tkamnf.” 

9.  Our  l^ard  tai^t  the  ealvatlon  ef  ell 
'  nSe  cave  (o  him,  end  believed  on  him 
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To  Readfrs.— The  absence  of  Editorial 
matter  is  owing  to  the  prcicnt  journey  of  the 
Editor,  and  to  the  number  of  Communica¬ 
tions. 
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For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
'•THE  WESTERN  RECORDER.” 

Queries  fur  Universalists.^^ 

In  No.  51,  Vol.  5,  of  the  “Western 
Recorder,”  a  writer  over  the  signature  of 
Examiner  has  presented  the  public  with 
an  article  which  he  denominates — “  Que¬ 
ries  for  Universalists,”  and  it  is  but  jus¬ 
tice  to  the  writer,  to  say — that  while  he 
has  attempted  an  argument  against  the 
doctrine  maintained  by  that  denomina¬ 
tion,  he  has  carefully  avoided  the  too 
common  practice  of  his  party,  of  outra¬ 
ging  decency  by  the  lowest  and  the 
coarsest  vulgarity,  when  speaking  of 
f’’nivcrsalism. 

This  writer  says,  he  has  read  Buliour’s 
works  (probably  his  first  “Inquiry,’’) 
wherein  it  is  shown,  that  the  heathen  no¬ 
tion  of  eadless  misery  was  borrowed  by 
the  Jews — and  thence  incorporated  with 
the  doctriues  of  Christianity.  This  he 
admits,  for  tlie  sake  of  argument ;  but 
infers  that  if  Uiiiveisalism  he  tr':c,  it  is 
unaccountable  that  Christ  should  never 
have  informed  the  Jews  of  their  error. 
And  he  asks  with  some  degree  of  confi¬ 
dence — “Does  he — did  he  ever  inform 
^  them  that  their  doctrine  of  endless  pun¬ 
ishment  was  false  ;  and  that  Universal 
.salvation  was  a  truth  which  they  must 
believe .’’’ 

Now  as  all  the  remaining  queries  pro¬ 
posed  by  Examiner,  rest  upon  the  suppo¬ 
sed  truth  of  the  proposition  assumed  in 
the  above  question — it  is  of  course,  all 
gb  to  which  we  need  reply.  For  it  will 
readily  occur  to  him,  that  if  we  can  fairly 
answer  this,  in  accordance  with  the  doc 
trine  of  Universalisny  we  certainly  shall 
t>e  able  to  answer  all  the  others. 

We  proceed  therefore  to  correct  «hat 
we  deem  an  error  in  the  projposition  as¬ 
sumed  by  Examiner,  which  if  it  does  not 
directly  affect  the  question,  certainly  has 
a  very  important  bearing  upon  it.  lie  evi¬ 
dently  auppesea  that  both  Christ  and  (he 
Jews  nsea  (he  terms  hades  and  gehenna 
in  (he  same  seMC  that  we  have  been 
taught  te  ««e  them,  as  translated  by  (he 
weH  hftl.  For  ho  aayt— '**  Tlie  Bnvieer 
Speaks  of  a  hell,  and  a  hell  afitr  death.” 
Now  Mr.  Balfenr  has  shewn— and  (he 
admission  had  been  before  mode  by  Brs 
bitby  and  Cnnipbell  in  pnrticniar,  that 
Arither  of  theon  words  was  nsed  in  the 


m 
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-whether  Jews  or  Gentiles.  John  v.  24. 

lie  that  heareth  my  word  and  believ- 
eth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  everlasting 
life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemna¬ 
tion,  but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life.” 
This  is  called  by  the  Apostle  Eph.  ii. 

13 — 17,  a  breaking  down  of  the  middle 
wall  of  partition  ;  (between  Jews  and 
Gentiles  ;)  and  preaching  peace  to  those 
tliat  were  far  oft',  and  to  them  tliat  were 
near. 

5.  Jesus  preached  publicly,  and  in  the 
most  distinct  manner,  the  salvation  of 
nil  mankind.  John  vi.  38,  39,-44,  45. 

“  For  1  came  down  from  heaven,  not  to 
do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of  him 
that  sent  me.  And  this  is  the  Father’s 
will  which  hath  sent  me,  that  of  all  which 
lie  hath  given  me  I  should  lose  nothing, 
but  shouTil  raise  it  up  again  at  the  last 
day.  *  *  *  No  man  can  come  to  me  ex¬ 
cept  the  father  which  hath  sent  me  draw 
him  ;  and  1  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last 
day.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets, — and. 
they  shall  be  all  taught  of  Goil.” 

John  vi  sr.  “All  that  the  Father 
giveth  the,  shall  come  to  me  }  and  him  . 
that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out.”  John  xvii.  2.  ‘‘As  thou  hast 
given  him  power  otJ«r  allfieshy  that  he 
should  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as 
thou  hast  given  him.” — Ch.  12,  v.  32. 
“And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth, 
jci//  draw  all  men  unto  me.’’ 

These  are  a  few  out  of  many  texts  which 
might  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  fact, 
that  Jesus  did  inform  the  Jews— “  that 
universal  salvation  was  a  truth  which 
they  must  believe.’’  And  they  consti¬ 
tute  a  mass  of  testimony  which  on  any 
other  subject,  where  the  prejudices  of 
men  are  not  int  rested  and  engaged, 
would  prove  absolutely  irresistible  But 
they  were  not  suBicient  when  delivered 
by  our  Saviour,  and  accompanied  and 
sustained  by  miracles,  to  convince  the 
Jews  in  general  ;  nor  are  they  now  suffi¬ 
cient  to  satisfy  a  community  equally  de 
voted  to  the  doctrine  of  endless  punish¬ 
ment.  They  however  called  forth  from 
the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  the  as¬ 
surance  that  lie  trusted  “in  the  living  God 
who  is  the  saviour  of  all  men — specially  1 
of  them  that  believe.” 

A  very  few  comparatively  whose  minds 
were  unfetlered  by  the  prevailing  prejudi¬ 
ces,  and  who  were  at  liberty  to  think  and 
act  as  evidence  prepomlerated,  received 
aud  pru)Ugated,  and  died  in  the  defence  of 
universal  salvation.  And  as  science  and 
thsrity  advance,  this  glurious  doctrine 
will  advance  with  them,  till  sects  and 
names  shall  be  hnowa  no  more,  and  “all 
the  ends  at  the  world  reoiemWr  and  tura 
to  tKo  l.ord,  and  all  the  kiadreda  of  Uto 
aati.-'i*  »hjll  cooM  and  worslii^  btfora 
Uim  ”  1. -tdUrubs  think  no  tficae 
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LETTER,  NO.  IV. 

TO  RBV.  ;0SBPa  OHAMBGRLAIX: 

Dear  Sir — We  are  often  exhorted  by 
you  and  your  class  of  preachers,  to  “get 
an  interest  in  Christ;”  to  “seek  to  obtain 
the  favor  of  God;,”  to  “make  our  peace 
with  God;”  &c.  But,  sir,  such  phrase¬ 
ology,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  com¬ 
monly  understood,  and  such  ideas,  arc 
anti-scriptural  and  irrational  in  the  ex¬ 
treme. 

Mr.  Buck,  (whose  orthodoxy  I  pre¬ 
sume  you  will  not  call  in  question,)  in 
his  “  Theological  Dictionary,”  thus  de¬ 
fines  the  phrase,  “  interest  in  Christ,’’ — 
“a  term  often  made  use  of  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  world  ;  and  implies  our  having  a 
right  to  claim  him  as  our  mediator,  sure¬ 
ty,  advocate,  and  Saviour,  and  with  him 
all  those  spiritual  blessings  which  are 
purchased  and  applied  by  him  to  (hose 
whom  he  has  redeemed.  The  term 
‘  having  a  right  to  claim  him,’  perhaps,  is 
preferable  to  thatoften  used,  ‘being ena¬ 
bled  to  claim  him,’  as  many  have  an  in¬ 
terest  in  Christ  who  arc  destitute  of  that 
assurance  w  hi<  h  gives  them  a  comfortable 
sense  thereof.”  See  Buck’s  Theological 
Die.  Art.  Interest  in  Christ;"  also, 
Pike’s  Cases  of  Conscience,  p.  130.  If 
this  definition  be  correct,  it  then  follows, 
of  course,  that  every  son  and  daughter  of  i 
Adam  already  have  “  an  interest  in 
Christ. For  in  the  first  place  wc  are 
told  by  Mr.  Buck  that  “  the  teim  (in¬ 
terest  in  Christ)  implies  our  having  a 
right  to  claim  him  as  our  mediator,”  &c. 
If,  then,  we  find  that  Christ  officiates  in 
this  office  for  all  men,  it  will  appear  evi¬ 
dent  that  all  have  an  interest  in  him. 

“  For  there  is  one  God  and  one  Media¬ 
tor  between  God  and  men,  the  man 
Christ  Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom 
for  all  to  be  testified  in  due  time.”  1 
Tim.  ii.  5,  6.  According  to  this  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  all  have  an  interest  in  Christ ; 
for  they  may  all  claim  him  as  their  Me¬ 
diator ;  as  he  mediates  between  God'on 
the  one  hand,  and  all  men  on  the  other. 
Mr.  Buck  says  he  is  a  Mediator  both  fur 
;  Jews  and  Gentiles,  both  fur  Old  and  New 
i  Testiment  times  ;  a  suitable,  constant, 

I  willing  and  prevalent  Mediator;  bis  me- 
>  diatioQ  always  succeeds,  and  is  infalli- ! 
ble.”  ' 

Here  then,  sir,  according  to  Mr.  Ruck 
every  man  has  not  only  “  an  interest  in 
Christ,”  but  Uie  Meiliator  between  God 
and  all  men  will  “  infalliblT  succeed,*’ 
and  accomplish  the  great  wora  of  redemp- 
t’lmi  and  rccoociliatinB.  As  we  have 
shown  that  all  men  have  **  an  iatcreet  in 
Chriet,  ’  and  a  right  to  claim  him  for 
their  niedtator  ;  we  will  new  pmeeed  te 
•Iww  that  all  HMT  e^eally  claim  him  hr 
their  advecatt.  any  man  s  n.  we 


have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jests 
Christ  the  righteous  :  and  be  is  the  propi¬ 
tiation  for  our  sins ;  and  not  for  ours 
only,  but  also  tor  the  sins  of  the  tckole 
world.*’  1  John  ii.  1,  2.  This  is  the 
only  place  where  the  word  advocate 
occurs  ;*  and  from  it,  it  appears  clear 
that  his  advocacy  is  as  extensive  as 
his  mediatorial  office.  St  John  says, 
(1  Epistle,  iv.  10,)  “herein  is  lore,  not 
that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us 
and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for 
our  sins.*’  Again,  verse  14th,  ‘-We 
have  seen,  and  do  testify,  that  the  Fa-* 
ther  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the 
World.”  What  Mr.  Buck  says  concern¬ 
ing  “many  who  have  an  interest  in  Christ 
but  have  not  that  assurance  which  gives 
them  a  comfortable  sense  thereof,”  is 
certainly  true.  It  is  true  that  thousands 
have  an  interest  in  him  who  know  it  not; 
and  as  their  ignorance  of  it  cannot  de¬ 
stroy  the  fact  of  its  existence,  why 
may  we  not  rationally  suppose  that  all 
are  born  to  a  like  estate,  as  it  respects 
their  spiritual  interests  i 

“  To  turn  aside  the  right  of  a  man  be¬ 
fore  the  face  of  the  Must  High,  to  sub¬ 
vert  a  man  in  his  cause,  the  Lord  approv- 
eth  not.’’  Lam.  id.  35,  36.  Mankind 
are  called  “  children,  heirs  of  God,  and 
joint-heirs  with  Christ,”  and  to  deny 
that  they  have  an  interest  in  Christ,  is 
to  turn  aside  the  right  of  man,”  to  the 
heavenly  inheritance,  which  right,  God  of 
his  own  free  will,  and  unmerited,  unpur¬ 
chased  grace,  hath  given  him  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord.  Men,  therefore,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  are  as  naturally  born  to  the 
heavenly  inheritance,  as  to  an  earthly ; 
and  you  are  not  authorized  by  the  scrip¬ 
tures  to  turn  aside  “  the  right  of  man.” 
On  tlie  supposition  that  some  have  an  in¬ 
terest  in  Christ,  while  others  have  not, 
and  yet  that  they  who  have  not,  can  ob¬ 
tain  one,  you  must  suppose  that  God  is 
changeable,  and  that  the  creature  by  his 
works,  can  merit,  aud  influence  the  Al¬ 
mighty  to  bestow  on  him,  some  thing 
which  he  would  not  otherwise  have  doRf. 
Otherwise,  you  must  plainly  see  that  ev¬ 
ery  one  of  us,  either  now  has,  or  never 
will  have,  an  interest  in  Christ. 

Nothing  is  more  frequently  heard  from 
your  desk  than  these  exhortations  : — 
“get  an  interest  in  Christ;*’  “make 
your  peace  with  God,”  Ac.  But  how 
much  more  worthy  the  character  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  Christian  preacher  would  it  be 
to  tell  yow  people,  tiiey  already  have  an 
interest  in  Christ;  and  thereiorc  they 
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shoaM  strive  to  come  to  the  knowledge 
and  enjoyment  of  it ;  and  that  Cod  nev^ 
xjoas  at  enmity  vrith^  nor  irreconciled  with 
them ;  and  therefore  all  they  have  to  do 
to  be  at  peace  with  God  is  to  be  reconci¬ 
led  to  him,  and  to  become  friends  to  that 
Being  who  ever  was  and  ever  will  be 
their  friend — how  much  more  worthy  this, 

I  say,  than  to  tell  them,  in  amount  as  you 
do,  that  they  are,  by  their  faith  or  works, 
to  make  something  true  that  was  not  true 
previous  to  their  believing  it 
'  Yours,  &.C. 

J.  B.  SHANNON. 

South  New  Berlin,  Nov.  5,  1828. 

TO  THE  REV.  JOHN  INGERSOLL, 

Of  Rutland,  Jefferson  Co.  N.  Y. 

SiB, — I  am  constrained  to  address  you 
throug|li  a  public  medium,  not  because  I 
think  it  probable  you  will  receive  much 
benefit  from  it;  but  I  do  it  in  behalf  of  Ihe 
community  who  have  been  harrassed  and 
insulted  by  your  impudence — in  defence 
of  that  doctrine,  which  you  have  misre¬ 
presented — in  vindication  of  that  denomi¬ 
nation  of  Christians,  which  you  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  scandalize.  The  puldic  are 
entitled  to  a  fair  representation  of  your 
conduct;  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  present 
it  without  hesitation. 

According  to  information  received  from 
the  most  unexceptionable  sources,  you 
have  disingenuously  preached  against 
Universalism  during  the  last  two  years. 
This  has  been  the  theme,  on  which  you 
have  almost  uniformly  dwelt  in  your  ser-  ! 
mons.  You  have  publicly  and  repeated-  | 
ly  challenged  any  man  to  attempt  to  vin-  | 
dicate  that  doctrine.  On  the  evening  of  | 
the  26th  of  October,  last,  I  gave  you  an  | 
opportunity  for  discussion  ;  then,  you 
publicly  denied  that  you  had  ever  given 
the  challenge  above  specifiedr  You  pre¬ 
tended  you  could  not,  and  should  not  re¬ 
main  to  hear  myremaiks.  You  with¬ 
drew  from  the  house  ;  but  finding  the  \ 
congregation  did  nut  follow  your  example, 
you  soon  returned.  You  refused  to  meet 
me  at  a  reasonable  time  fur  a  fair,  public 
discussion.  As  to  the  result  of  our  in¬ 
terview  that  evening,  1  choose  that  the 
hearers  should  determine.  Notwith¬ 
standing  your  boasting  in  relation  to  that 
event,  your  conduct  on  the  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  fallowing,  furnished  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence  that  you  supposed  another  such 
ric/ory  would  ruin  you;  for  yon  refused 
me  the  privilege  of  speaking  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  your  discourse — and  induced 
your  brethren  to  pray  in  quick  succes 
sion,  obviously  to  prevent  me  from  speak¬ 
ing.  Thus  vanished  your  courage ! 

'i'o  a  sick  person,  in  March,  1827,  you 
used  very  nearly  the  following  language; 
“  You  must  repent,  nr  you  will  go  to  hell ; 


you  must  consider  yourself  one  of  the 
greatest  of  sinners ;  you  must  believe  it 
would  be  just  in  to  damn  you  to  all 
eternity;  you  are  guing  down  to  helf  to 
all  eternity,’’  &c.  On  the  same  occa¬ 
sion,  on  receiving  an  aOirmative  answer 
to  the  question,  do  you  ever  pray  ?  from 
Mrs.  Merrick,  a  sister  of  the  young  wo¬ 
men  who  was  sick;  you  said,  **  I  must  be 
plain  enough  to  tell  you,  you  He  ;  you  are  a 
very  mean  woman,  a  very  mean  woman  in¬ 
deed;  you  are  trying  to  believe  this  univer¬ 
sal  doctrine,  and  you  will  be  damned  to  all 
eternity  to  pay  for  it.*'  On  the  same  oc¬ 
casion,  when  Mrs.  Eveden,  the  sick  girl’s 
mother,  said  she  bad  given  her  children 
good  advice;  you  replied,  “  You  never 
have  :  I  am  bold  to  tell  you  that  you  lie.  ” 

I  On  the  same  occasion,  when  Mrs.  Davis 
I  said  she  believed  the  scriptures  afforded 
i  abundant  evidence  in  support  of  Univer- 
j  salism,  your  answer  was,  **  You  lie,  you 
I  are  a  Kar.**  ^On  the  same  occasion,  when 
I  Capt.  Eveden,  the  sick  person’s  father, 

,  said  to  you,  perhaps  I  pray  as  many  times 
I  in  a  day  as  you  do  ;  you  replied,  “  I  am 
bold  to  tell  you,  you  he.,*  'The  four  per¬ 
sons  above  named,  are  all  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  in  society,  and  their  moral  characters 
will  not  be  likely  to  suffer  by  a  compari¬ 
son  with  yours.  On  that  occasion,  you 
outrageil  the  rules  of  decency— ruthless¬ 
ly  attacked  private  characters— contra- 
I  dieted  and  insulted  a  respectable  family 
1  while  in  affliction— and  violated  the  fun- 
i  damcntal  precepts  of  the  gospel,  which 
requires  that  we  should  do  unto  others, 
as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us. 
Like  a  ghost  ofdarkness,  you  haunted  and 
tormented  a  fellow  being,  when  on  the 
bed  of  sickness  and  of  death — till  the 
grave  in  mercy  shielded  your  victim  from 
your  persecution!  You  rashly  and  mer¬ 
cilessly  consigned  to  endless  damnation, 
those  who  could  not  see  with  your  eyes, 
nor  bow  to  your  creed.  Your  mouth  was 
ofullof  cursing  and  bitterness,’’  Roin.iii. 
14.  Your  tongue  was  *set  on  fire  of  hell,' 
James  3:6.  Have  you  any  thing  to  plead 
in  extenuation  for  all  this.’  Should  you 
seriously  contrast  your  conduct  with  that 
of  Christ,  in  cases  of  sickness,  misery 
and  death,  you  might  say,  *‘God  be  mer¬ 
ciful  to  me  a  sinner.’’ 

As  to  your  famous  argument,  which 
you  so  often  repeat,  viz.  “If  sinners  must 
and  will  be  punished,  all  they  deserve, 
f  as  Universalists  believe,  then  Christ  has 
nothing  to  do  with  their  salvation;  they 
need  not  trust  in  Christ,  but  should 
trust  in  themselves  I  reply.  First, 
No  truth  is  more  unequivocally  taught 
in  the  Bible,  than  this; — “The  wick¬ 
edness  of  the  wicked  shall  be  upon 
him’’ — not  upon  another — God  will 
positively  ‘‘render  to  every  man,” 
without  any  exception,  “according  to  his 
'  deeds,”  Sec  Ezekiel, Romans,  and  many 


other  passages  to  the  same  import  Uni. 
versalists  are  satisfied  with  the  revelation 
of  God,  though  they  may  deny  it  in  the 
most  unqualified  manner.  Second,  Your 
notion  that  Christ  came  to  save  sinners 
from  the  justice  of  God  is  not  once  stated 
in  the  Scriptures — it  supposes  Christ  is 
at  war  with  divine  justice — and  that  God 
is  divided  against  himself — his  justice 
requiring  one  thing,  and  his  mercy  re¬ 
quiring  directly  the  opposite!  Third,  A4 
Christ  came  to  bear  witness  to  the  truth 
— do  the  will  of  God — set  an  example  of 
holiness — conquer  death  and  arise  from 
the  grave  to  immortal  life ;  as  mankind 
are  dependent  on  God  for  existence,  and 
every  blessing — it  is  obvious  that  sinners 
may  be  saved  in, or  through  Christ,  though 
Christ,  though  they  should  not  escape  a 
just  punishment  for  all  their  crimes. — 
'‘He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God, 
hath  the  witness  in  himself :  he  that  bo- 
lieveth  not  God  hath  made  him  a  liar ; — 
because  he  believeth  not  the  record  that 
God  gave  of  his  Son.  And  this  is  the 
record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal 
life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.”  1  John 
V.  10,11.  In  Christ,  God  has  given  eter¬ 
nal  life  to  all  mankind.  All  are  required 
to  believe.  Some  do  believe,  others  dis¬ 
believe.  Believers  enjoy  spiritual  life  ; 
while  unbelievers  are  exposed  to  sin  and 
misery.  But  neither  faith  nor  unbelief 
can  create  or  destroy  truth.  “What  if 
some  did  not  believe  Shall  their  unbe¬ 
lief  make  the  faith  of  God  without  effect-’ 
God  forbid.”  Rom.  iii.  3. 

Your  assertion  that  it  would  be  just  in 
God  to  render  the  sinner  eternally  miser¬ 
able,  supposes,  either  that  all  sinners 
will  be  eternally  miserable,  or  God  will 
be  unjust! 

You  preach  repentance,  but  how  do 
you  enforce  it.’  lo  some  such  language 
as  the  following,  “Repent,  or  you  will  go 
to  hell  to  all  eternity ;  repent,  for  the 
kingdom  oi  endless  wrath  is  at  hand  ; — 
repent,  fur  the  devil  is  ready  to  torment 
you  throughout  the  endless  ages,  by  the 
appointment  of  God!  You  represent, 

“God  ai  a  being  cruel  and  severe, 

And  man  a  wretch,  by  his  command  plac’d 
liero ; 

In  sunshine  for  a  while  to  take  a  turn, 

Only  lo  dry  and  make  him  fit  to  burn.” 

In  the  language  of  Burns,  some  might 
say,  your 

“  Talk  o*  hell,  where  devils  dwell, 

Our  vera  sauls  does  harrow 
tVi’  fright  that  day.” 

If,  Sir,  you  will  search  the  New  Tes- 
ment,  you  will  find  repentance  enforced 
on  the  ground  that  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en,  not  hell,  is  at  hand.  Preaching  the 
never-ending  torments  of  hell;  may  terri¬ 
fy  children  aid  make  hypocrites  ;  but  1 
am  confident  you  must  preach  something 
better,  in  order  to  make  true  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ.  That  sinners  are  objects 
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Divine  love-,  you  may  learn  by  con-  )  For  the  EvangeHcal  Magazine .  means’*  be  the  case.  But  he  came  to 

suiting  Romans  V.  6— 11 ;  Ephes.  li.  1—  REMARKS  save  him  from  deserving  punishment,  by 

r,  and  many  other  passages.  Designed  to  apply  to  a  Nkw  TnAor,*’  reconciling  him  to  all  the  principles  of 

Your  assertion  that  if  you  possessed  said  to  be  a  Dialogue  between  a  Uni-  the  holy  law  of  God.  But  should  the 
all  power  you  would  order  things  very  versalist  ana  a  Christian”  sinner  be  helped  to  an  escape  from  the 

differently  from  what  they  are,  is  well  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  every  sin-  punishment  which  he  justly  deserves  to 
answered  in  the  language  of  Pope,  ner,  whether  penitent  or  impenitent,  will  receive  fur  his  sin— whether  it  be  by  the 

“  Go  teach  Almighty  wisdom  how  to  rule,  receive,  at  the  hands  of  a  just  God,  ac-  aid  of  Christ  or  any  other  means— it 

Tiioa  drop  into  thyself  and  bo  a  fool.”  cording  to  all  his  evil  deeds;  but  that  wuuid  be  a  direct  violation  of  every  prin- 

You  are  very  fond  of  callin"  Universal-  eternal  life,  ciple  of  the  holy  law  of  God.  But  this 

ism  the  doctrine  of  the  dev'il,  preached  ®‘'  u  place  in  heaven,  than  a  criminal  can  never  be  ;  for  he  is  a  just  God  and  a 
to  our  first  parents.  If  you  will  look  at  would  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  Congress,  Saviour.  Let  no  one  therefore  expect  to 
this  subject  again,  you  may  perceive  your  because  he  had  suffered  imprisonment  in  be  saved  in  contravention  to  principles 
mistake.  Concernin''  the  tree  of  the  states  prison  for  his  crimes.  Neither  of  the  most  strict  and  inflexible  justice 
knowledge  of  good  anS  evil,  God  said  to  c®®ld  he  claim  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  of  God.  But  if  the  justice  of  God  re- 
Adam,  *4n  the  day  that  thou  eatest  there-  consequence  of  a  pardon  :  eternal  life  is  quires  the  endless  punishment  of  the  sin- 
of,  thou  Shalt  *«re/y  die.”  Universalists  &  free  gift.  No  j  neither  punishment  nor  ner,  as  is  contended  by  the  writer  of  the 
believe  Adam  died  a  mural  death  in  the  S®®^  works,  nor  even  a  pardon,  can  ever  Tract  under  examination,  and  that  unless 
day  of  his  transgression.  \Ve  believe  introduce  any  one  into  such  an  exalted  he  deserves  such  punishment  he  cannot 

all  sinners  die  when  they  transgress _  state;  eternal  life,  or  an  inheritance  in  be  saved;  I  ask,  what  is  the  cause  for 

that  misery  is  the  unavoidabIe\onse-  the  New  Jerusalem,  or  kingdom  of  Ilea-  which  he  deserves  punishment?  It  is 
quenceofsin.  You,  Sir,  believe  or  teach  ven,  is  a  legacy,  or  patrimony,  confered  readily  answered,  «‘his  being  an  enemy 
that  the  penalty  for  sin  is  endless  misery:  «P®n  “S  by  virtue  of  our  union  to  the  Fa  to  God,  and  opposed  to  his  government  is 

but  do  you  really  believe  every  sinner  ther  of  our  spirits,  we  being  his  offspring,  the  cause.”  I  reply  then,  if  this  be  the 

will  SURELY  be  miserable  to  all  eterni-  Whatever  the  law  of  our  country  cog-  cause  of  such  punishment,  such  punish- 
tv  ?  Oh  no!  You  preach  to  prevent  the  nizes  a  legitimate  offspring,  it,  at  the  ment  is  the  effect  of  such  cause:  I  would 
fulfilment  of  God’s  threatnii%against  sin-  same  time,  cognizes  as  a  lawful  heir,  in-  then  further  inquire,  whether  our  eflfect 
ners,  according  to  your  own  explanation  independent  of  the  punishment  which  he  can  continue  in  operation,  after  the  cause 
of  it!  Well  Sir,  what  said  the  serpent?  received,  or  the  good  works  which  he  per-  which  produces  it  shall  cease  to  exist? 
“And  the  serpent  said  unto  the  woman,  formed,  while  in  a  state  of  minority.  The  Answer,  No.  Then  if  the  writer  of  the 
ve  shall  not  surely  die  ”  To  “the  wo-  objector  may  say,  “the  child  may  have  Tract  is  correct,  the  law,  or  justice  of 

inan” _ to  the  man — to  all  sinners,  you  been  so  vile  as  to  have  forfeited  his  God,  (which  is  the  same)  requires  that 

6.vy,  “  Fe  shall  not  SURELY  die^the  claims,  and  therefore  he  does  not  deserve  the  sinner  should  remain  an  enemy  to 
death  which  God  threatened  for  disobedi-  such  legacy ;”  but  such  an  objection  is  God  and  opposed  to  his  goverment  end- 
ence;  but  if  ye  will  repent,  and  if  and  if  entirely  obviated  when  applied  to  the  lessly,  or  he  cannot  be  saved!! 
and  if  Sfc.f  Do  Sir,  point  out  the  differ-  case  under  consideration — in  which  such  Surely  such  compHcaied  nonsense 
dice  between  your  preaciiingon  this  point  legacy  cousisteth  in  the  gift  of  a  better  ought  to  be  treated  with  silent  contempt; 
and  the  preaching  of  the  old  serpent  on  disposition,  which  is  that  of  love  and  and  the  writer  thereof  with  pity  for  his 
the  same  subject,  if  you  possibjy  can.  If  obedience  to  God ;  which  his  holy  law  re-  lack  of  common  sense,  and  not  worthy  of 
you  cannot,  perhaps  you  would  do  well  quires  we  should  have,  and  never  can  be  any  reply,  and  would  be  so  treated  by  the 
to  desist  from  calling  Universalism  the  satisfied  until  every  one  of  our  race  shall  writer  of  these  remarks,  were  it  not  fiir 
doctrine  of  the  devil.  If  endless  mise-  possess  such  love,  and  exercise  such  obe-  the  influence  of  such  Orthodox  myste¬ 
ry  were  the  penalty  of  the  law  broken  by  dience,  which  is  the  sum  total  of  the  ries  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  are  be- 
Adam,  if  his  sin  Involved  all  mankind,  Christian  religion.  wildered  by  such  false  guides,  who  tell 

then  if  any  should  be  saved  ;  when  the  And  it  is  to  be  observed,  as  the  Father  them  they  must  lay  aside  reason,  and  re¬ 

serpent  said,  “Ye  shall  not  surely  die,”  hath  appointed  his  son  Jesus  Christ,  the  move  the  dictates  of  common  sense  ;  and, 
he  spake  the  truth  !  You  and  the  old  ser-  executor  of  his  will  and  testament,  which  what  is  still  more  shocking  to  relate,  that 
pent  both  assert  that  man  shall  not  surely  will  is,  that  all  men  should  be  saved,  and  if  they  “  read  their  Bibles  they  will  be 
die  the  death  which  God  threatened  for  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  :  in  danger  of  losing  their  souls.”  U. 
sin!  ^vho  only  can  open  the  sealed  book  Litchfield, N.  i. 

If,  through  erroneous  information,  I  'vhereby  to  present  all  the  riches  of  Di-  - 

have  mis-stated  any  fact  in  this  letter,  1  vine  grace  and  glory  therein  contained,  Wisdom,  though  serious,  is  never  sullen. 

Wesk  people  are  apt  to  be  positive. 

Anger  is  an  approach  to  insanity. 

An  evil  mind,  is  naturally  suspicious. 

Anger  restrained,  is  conquest  gained, 

A  covetous  person,  is  always  in  want. 

An  avaricious  man  is  never  rich. 

A  miser’s  heart  is  like  a  compost  heap, 
full  of  filth  and  stench. 

Counsel  to  give  effect,  should  be  in  sea- 
son. 

He  who  has  virtues  of  his  own,  need  not 
boast  of  his  ancestors. 

It  is  nut  a  bad  memory  that  forgets  inju¬ 
ries. 

Knowledge  is  often  opposed  to  wisdom. 
Knots  that  may  be  untied,  should  not  be 
cut. 

Of  all  forms,  re-form  is  the  best. 


uhall  be  ever  ready  to  retract.  Icon-  to  an  admiring  and  enraptured  universe, 
fess  it  is  painful,  even  to  state  such  things,  and  bring  them  to  participate  with  him  in 
1  assure  you  Sir,  I  feel  no  malevolence  the  fulness  of  the  undivided  Inheritance 
wards  you,  or  any  other  human  being.  If  of  the  saints  of  light ;  that  should  he  ne- 
vou  can  deny  any  of  (he  above  state-  gleet  or  refuse  so  to  accomplish  this  glo- 
inents,  I  presume  you  will.  If  you  can-  rious  work  thus  assigned  him  to  do,  in 
not,  neither  the  patronage  of  the  “  Do-  one  solitary  individual  for  whom  he  has 
mestic  Missionary  Society, ’’nor  a  length  tasted  death,  he  would  as  completely 

ened  visage— nor  the  frightful  intonations  ,  fail  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  mission,  as  if 
»»f  your  voice,  can  save  you  from  merited  he  had  refused  to  suffer  on  the  cross, 
disgrace.  But  never  let  any  one  indulge  the  pre- 

Yours,  with  all  the  respect  due  to  such  sumptuous  thought,  that  Christ  came  to 
man.  save  the  sinner  from  deserved  punish- 

P.  MORSE.  menn;  for  that  would  be  to  “clear  the 
WatertoAvn,  Dec.  10th.  1828,  guilty,”  which  God  says  shall  “by  no 


sxoxim?. 

SIGBT. 

By  R.  Moutgmerff. 

Another  day  is  added  to  the  mass 
or  buried  ages.  Lo  *  the  beaateous  moon, 

Like  a  fair  shepherdess,  now  comes  abroad, 

With  her  Tull  nock  of  stars,  that  roam  around 
The  azure  meads  of  heaven.  And,  oh !  bow 
charmed 

Beneath  her  loveliness,  creation  looks ; 

Far  gleaming  hills,  and  light-inweaving  streams. 
And  sleeping  boughs  with  dewy  lustre  clothed, 
And  green-haired  valleys,  all  in  glory  dress’d. 
Make  up  the  pageantries  of  Night.  One  glance 
Upon  old  Ocean,  where  the  woven  beams 
Have  braided  her  dark  waves.  Their  roar  is 
bush’d !  . 

I|er  billowy  wings  are  folded  up  to  rest ; 

Till  once  again  the  wizard  winds  shall  yell, 

And  tear  them  into*  strife. 

A  lone  owl’s  hoot-— 

The  water  fall’s  faint  drip, — or  insect  stir 
Among  the  Emerald  leaves, — or  infant  wind 
Uifling  the  pearly  lips  of  sleeping  dowers, — 
Alone  disturb  the  stUIncss  of  the  scene. 

Spirit  of  All  I  as  up  yon  star-hung  deep 
Of  air,  the  eye  and  heart  together  mount, 

Man’s  immortality  within  him  stirs. 

And  Thou  art  all  around  !  Thy  beauty  walks 
In  airy  music  o’er  the  midnight  heavens  ; 

Thy  glory  shadow’s  on  the  slumb’ring  world. 

From  the  Token  for  1329. 

WHAT  IS  THAT,  BIOTIIERI 

BT  BEV.  G.  W.  DOANE. 

What  is  that  mother? — 

The  lark,  my  child ! — 
The  morn  has  but  just  look’d  out,  and  so  iled, 
When  he  starts  from  his  humble  grassy  nest. 
And  is  up  and  away  with  the  dew  on  his  breast 
And  a  hymn  in  his  heart,  to  yon  pure  bright 
sphere, 

warble  it  out  in  bis  Maker’s  car. 

Ever,  my  child,  be  thy  morn’s  first  lays 
Tuned,  like  the  lark’s  to  thy  Maker’s  praise. 

What  is  that,  Mother  7 —  / 

The  dove,  my  son ! — 
And  that  low  sweet  voice,  like  a  widow’s  moan, 
Is  flowing  out  from  her  gentle  breast. 

Constant  and  pure  bv  that  lonely  nest. 

As  the  wave  is  pour’d  from  his  crystal  urn, 

For  her  distant  dear  one’s  quick  return  — 

Ever,  my  son,  be  thou  liko  the  dove. 

In  (rienasbip  as  faithful,  as  constant  in  love. 

What  is  that.  Mother  ? — 

The  eagle,  boy  I— 
Proudly  careering  his  course  of  joy. 

Firm,  on  bis  own  mountain  vigor  relying. 
Breasting  the  dark  storm,  the  red  bolt  defying, 
His  wing  on  the  wind,  and  his  eye  in  the  sun. 
He  swerves  not  a  hair,  but  bears  onward,  right 
on ! 

Boy,  may  the  eagle’s  flight  dver  bs  thine, 
Onward  and  upward  and  true  to  the  line. 

What  is  that,  mother  ?— 

The  swan,  my  love  !— 
He  is  floating  down  from  his  native  grove, 

Ne  loved  one  now,  no  nestling  nigh. 

He  is  floating  down  himself  to  die, 

Death  darkens  his  eye,  and  unplumcshis  wings. 
Vet  his  sweetest  sopg  is  the  last  he  sin»— - 
Live  to,  my  love,  that  when  death  sbalT  come, 
Swan-like  and  sweet,  it  may  waft  thee  home. 


UTICA  EVANGELtCAL  MAGAZINE 

CHRISTMAS  EVE.  i 

The  First  Universalist  Society  in  Utica,  1 
celebrated  the  reputed  era  of  the  birth  of  | 
our  Saviour,  (December  24th,)  with  much  i 
spirit  and  devotion.  The  Court  House  was  ' 
handsomely  fitted  up  for  the  occasion — ^be-  ' 
ing  tastefully  decorated  tvith  ever-greens,  ' 
and  brilliantly  illuminated.  The  audience  ^ 
was  numerotis  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  < 
seats — many  standing  during  the  services.  * 
A  discourse  adapted  to  the  occasion  was  ' 
delivered  from  John  i:17.  “  The  law  was  ' 
given  by  Moses ;  but  grace  and  truth  came  ‘ 
by  Jesus  Christ.”  A  recently  organized 
choir  of  singers  assisted  by  several  instru*  < 
ments,  performed  their  part  to  very  good  ^ 
acceptance,  and  with  a  little  experience  * 
will  rival  the  singing  in  the  oldest  choirs.  : 
There  has  a  spirit  gone  forth  among  the 
people  in  this  place,  of  deep  inquiry  and 
earnest  devotion,  which  in  tneir  results  are 
certainly  hi^y  favourable  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  tlie  doctrine  of  all  “  God’s  holy 
prophets,”  and  cheering  to  the  lovers  of 
truth. 

EXTRACT.  ^ 

Meditation  and  prayer,  arc  among  the 
holiest  and  most  sacred  enjoymenl^  in  tlie 
life  ofia  Christian ;  they  constitute  (he  food 
which  enlivens  his  soul — and  form  the  link 
which  unites  him  to  his  Creator.  It  is  in 
such  exercises  that  he  cherishes  his  hopes, 
strengthens  his  faith  and  enkindles  his 
zeal.  In  the  estimation  of  him  who  thus 
habitually  communes  with  his  God,  the 
vicissitudes  of  time  are  lighter  than  a  with¬ 
ered  leaf,  borne  on  the  winds  of  Autumn. 
Sublunary  grandeur  is  a  vaiu,  an  empty 
dream  ;  its  greatest  enjoyments  vanish  be¬ 
fore  his  vivid  conception  of  that  beatific 
vision  to  which  be  is  rapidly  hastening  ; 
its  sweetest  music  is  discord  in  comparison 
with  that  of  celestial  voices,  in  which  he 
is  soon  to  mingle ;  its  affections  are  but  for 
a  moment,  and  will  yield  before  that  weight 
of  glory  which  has  been  purchased  for  him; 
he  is  but  a  sojourner  in  this  vale  of  tears ; 
and  his  sufferings  do  but  make  him  more 
anxious  jto  reach  that  better  land  where  all  ■ 
tears  are  dried  up,  and  every  sorrow  sooth-  i 
ed  to  tranquility  forever.  ! 

ON  SLANDER.  j 

Who  steals  my  purse  steals  trash—  1 

’Tw-as  mine,  ’tia  bis,  and  has  been  slave  to 
thousands: 

But  he  that  filches  from  me  my  good  name, 
Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 

But  makes  me  poor  indeed. 

There  is  not  in  the  whole  summary  of 
.  human  vices,  one  more  detestably  dark 
than  slander ;  its  insidious  whisperings,  | 
like  the  baneful  upas,  carries  poison  in  I 
every  breath ;  and  like  the  blast  of  the  j 
’  overwhelming  siroc,  spreads  desolation  a-  ' 
,  round  it.  Neither  the  most  unquestion-  1 
•  able  rectitude,  nor  the  most  unoSending  ■ 


artlessness,  can  escape  its  rancour  and  ma¬ 
lignity.  Indiscriminate  in  its  attacks,  yet 
often  choice  of  those  objects  which  afford 
it  a  wider  field  for  speculation.  The  un¬ 
dissembling  individual  who  stoops  not  to 
the  guarded  policy  of  dissimulation  :  the 
credulous  and  unsuspecting  mind,  untu^ 
tored  in  worldly  guile,  reared  in  the  depthv 
of  monastic  solitude,  fancies  a  friend  in 
every  associate ;  and  those  who  dare  to 
think  or  to  act  in  a  well  meaning  indepen¬ 
dence  of  feeling,  too  often  rush  upon  its  fatal 
shoals,  which  leaves  them  a  wreck  forever! 
The  breath  which  obscures  the  bright  surr 
face  of  the  mirror  may  be  wiped  away, 
but  that  which  is  breathed  on  the  fair  fame 
of  female  purity,  can  never  be  erased.  It 
is,  therefore,  incumbent  on  every  one  to 
weigh  well  the  merits  and  demerits  of  an 
individual,  ere  they  pass  a  sentence ;  for, 
without  unequivocal  testimony,  it  is  wrong, . 
unjust,  and  cruel,  to  condemn.  Hence  the 
sacred  oracle  of  truth  says — “  judge  not 
lest  ye  be  judged,” 

Had  we  no  faults  ourselves,  we  should 
take  less  plipsure  in  observing  those  of 
others. 

Silence  is  the  best  remedy  for  anger^ — 
if  you  say  nothing,  you  will  have  nothing 
to  unsay. 

Modesty  seldom  resides  in  a  breast 
that  is  not  enriched  with  nobler  virtues. 

A  day  w’ell  spent  secures  repose. 

NOTICE. 

Balfour’s  Essays, and  2d  Inquiry,  Knee- 
land’s  Testament  and  Lectures,  Picker¬ 
ing’s  Hymn  Book,  and  a  variety  of  pam¬ 
phlets  and  sermons  relative  to  Univer- 


salism,  For  sale  by 
Clinton  N.  Y. 


S.  R.  SMITH'. 


BOOKS, 

Far  sale  by  D.  Skinner,  Utica. 

PETTIT  PIERRE  ON  DIVINE  Pkici;, 
Goodness,  full  bound,  CU 

Do.  in  half  binding,  .  -  50 

Canfield’s  Review  of  Tea  Letters,  writ', 
ten  by  Rev,  J.  Ilawer,  containing  rea¬ 
sons  for  not  believing  in  the  doctrine 
of  Universal  Salvation.  To  which  are 
added  13  Friendly  Letters  to  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  ministry.  By  Russel 
Canfield,  editor  of  the  Religious  Fn- 

;  quircr, . 67 

Hudson's  Letters  to  Ballou,  in  rindica- 
tion  of  Future  PuDisbment,  -  ^1,  0<> 

Balfour’s  Essays,  •  .  -  -  1,  2", 

Evangelical  Repository ;  (io  wliicli  are 
coataine<J  Dr.  Prieiilev’ii’Sirmonjf 
!  r>n  the  evidences  of  the  Christian  Re~ 
j  ligion')  edited  by  L*  Willis ;  bound  ia 
I  paper  covers,  ....  87 

j  Plain  Reslif utioats’,  by  E,  Ferris.  .  75 

I  Balfour’s  2d  Inquiry,  -  -1,00 

Sermons,  Pamphlets,  &c.  bv  Ilosea  Eallbu, 
f  T.  Fisk,  ft.  R-.  Siililh  and-  otfierr. 


